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Discussion Questions on Communication Disorders
Name of Student
Institution Affiliation


1. In order to better understand the implications of a hearing loss, you are to wear a pair of ear plugs for 30 minute during any activity. Write a reflection on your experience with your “temporary hearing loss.”

My experience with “temporary hearing loss” had me reflecting on how precious our senses are. I had a meeting I was attending, and as much as I knew the topic, I could not understand what they were saying. During the activity, I had trouble interacting with people as I could not hear or understand what they were saying.  I was afraid to ask what was going on in the meeting or explain why I could not hear, so I limited my interactions with other people. 
I felt frustrated, worried because I would miss something crucial in the meeting. I also felt frightened, as I could not imagine the situation being permanent. At some point, I wish everyone understood sign language so that persons with hearing loss would not be afraid to interact with anyone. A reflection on such an experience taught me that even a temporary hearing loss is a big deal. I understood just a bit of how much persons with hearing losses have to go through. As a result, I strived to do more research to interact better with adults with hearing loss. 

2. Visit a blog written about stuttering or by a person who is personally affected by stuttering.  Discuss the blog’s content

International Stuttering Awareness - https://isad.isastutter.org/isad-2013/papers-presented-by-2013/my-stuttering-story/
The blog is a story of one person, Daniel Hudock, and his experience with stuttering. His story reflects on the common challenges that people who stutter go through. From academics, family, and social interactions, people who stutter experience a lot of challenges. It is crucial to have good support from family, friends, and others, such as therapists, to better understand the situation and manage it. 
Scrolling through the list of famous people had me shocked as I follow some of the celebrities and I never knew that they stutter. In some way, I am happy because it means being a stutter should not stop you from achieving your goals and dreams. 
When I was young, I had some form of communication disorder I never knew.  Whenever I was asked to talk, some of my classmates would laugh while the teacher would look at me with concern. On my side, I was okay, but to them, I was different. People’s perception of your problem, which mostly stems from ignorance, can affect you negatively. Aside from the people with disorders, other people should also be informed and educated on such and taught not to discriminate against others. 

3. Many celebrities (singers, actors, etc.) have experienced a voice disorder. Select one and discuss in 2-3 paragraphs the following:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Julie Andrews, at some point in her life, experienced vocal issues for about two years. Julie was diagnosed with a form of lesion on her vocal cords that affected her singing and Broadway performances. Her busy schedule did not allow her enough time to rest her voice and so a quick fix, surgery, was the only option. In 1997, Julie Andrews underwent surgery to fix the weak spots in her vocal cords. 
The operation left Julie with scarred vocal cords that left her voice feeling hoarse. Andrew’s voice became raspy, and she lost her four-octave singing voice. Due to the nature of work, Julie sought a quick remedy that resulted in her getting more scars and losing her singing voice. The experience shows how crucial that voice disorders are approached carefully during treatment to avoid permanent damage.
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